
UC’s Economic Impact on California

The University of California is a major contributor to the state’s vitality, generating $82 billion 
in economic activity per year, and supporting more than half a million jobs.

UC produces a signi�cant return on investment through strong state and federal partnerships. This 
alliance has been critical for combatting the COVID-19 pandemic, and UC is  poised to continue its 
essential role in California’s social and economic recovery. As the data demonstrate, UC activities in 
education, health care, research and public service bene�t every corner of the state.

Statewide 
Economic Activity

generated in economic 
activity per year

$82B

uc activities account for more than half a million 
jobs, or 2 percent of the state's total

generated in federal, 
state, and local taxes 
($7.5 billion in federal 
taxes and $4.2 billion in 
state and local taxes)

1 in 45 jobs

 

Workforce Development

UC is a primary source of California's health care workforce. 
Large numbers of alumni also work in education, technology, 
and business.

University of California Health (UCH) is the 
largest academic health system in the U.S., and the 
fourth largest health care delivery system in California.

in economic output for 
every $1 in state support 
it receives

$21.04

of uc employee 
compensation spending 
returns to the state and 
federal governments

25%

UC attracts $3.36 in non-state-government funds for every 
$1 of State funding it receives.

Job Creation

3rd largest employer 
in California

Tax Revenue

$12B

uc alumni who stay 
in california

74%
health science students, 
part of the nation's 
largest medical training 
program

15,000

outpatient visits, includ-
ing 349,000 emergency 
room visits in 2019-20

8.1M
spent on community 
benefits in 2018-19, of 
which the largest share, 
$920 million, was un-
compensated costs for 
treating medi-cal patients

$1.4B

 

Health Care
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more earned annually by 
uc undergraduate alumni 
than  individuals who 
work in california and 
hold a bachelor’s degree 
from another institution

$9,300
more earned annually by 
uc graduate alumni than 
individuals who work in 
california and hold a 
graduate or professional 
degree from another 
institution

$35,400

Economic MobilityEducational Access

of uc undergraduates 
are the first in their 
family to attend college

40%

of all california resident 
undergraduates receive 
financial aid that fully 
covers their systemwide 
tuition and fees

56%

of uc's current under-
graduates who come 
from low-income families 
and receive pell grants

35%

All data drawn from the 2018-19 fiscal year unless otherwise noted. For the full report, visit: ucal.us/economicimpact

uc master gardeners 
who volunteer across 
california to teach in 
their communities

5,900
community-based courses 
offered by uc's 
agriculture and natural 
resources division across 
california counties in 
2018-19

41,000

Public Service

UC’s Agriculture and Natural Resources division provided 
41,000 community-based short courses, classes, workshops, 
demonstrations, and field days across the state in 2018-19.
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UC is awarded more National Institutes of Health and 
National Science Foundation funding than any academic 
research institution in the United States.

Innovation

active inventions, with 
1,825 disclosed in 2018-19

12,658
received in research 
awards in 2018-19 

$5.8B

5 inventions per day


