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THE CALIFORNIA MASTER PLAN FOR HIGHER EDUCATION:   EXAMINATION OF THE MASTER PLAN FROM A UC PERSPECTIVE
The original California Master Plan for Higher Education is now 45 years old.  On December 18, 1959, the Master Plan was approved in principle by The Regents and the State Board of Education (which at that time governed The California State University and California Community Colleges).  The completed report was transmitted to the Legislature on February 1, 1960.  Governor Edmund G. (Pat) Brown then called a special session of the Legislature in order to consider Master Plan recommendations. 

The report recommended adoption of a constitutional amendment containing many of its key provisions, but the Legislature instead implemented these provisions in statute.  Governor Brown signed Senate Bill 33 by Senator George Miller into law on April 26, 1960, creating the Donahoe Higher Education Act.  The Donahoe Act provided a broad policy framework for California higher education, including the creation of a coordinating board and mission statements that assigned specific functions and responsibilities to each postsecondary segment.  Collectively, the segments were to provide access to higher education for all Californians.  Governor Brown called the Donahoe Act “the most significant step California has ever taken in the planning for the education of our youth.”

Many key aspects of the Master Plan were never enacted into law, and a number of laws subsequently amended into the Donahoe Higher Education Act are not considered part of the Master Plan.   Major blue-ribbon commission and legislative reviews of the Master Plan were conducted in the early 1970s and the late 1980s.  A recent legislative review of the Master Plan, encompassing both K‑12 and higher education, began in 1999 and resulted in recommendations in 2002.  With these reviews and other influences over time, the Master Plan is continually evolving and its provisions cannot be found in any single document or legislative enactment.  However, its core principles have endured.

Of particular interest recently are the access provisions of the Master Plan.  In view of this focus on access, it is timely to look at the full scope of the Master Plan:  What was it initially? What were the roles and responsibilities that it defined for UC? To what extent are the University’s successes since 1960 due to the Master Plan? How has this plan evolved and in what political context and for what reasons? What is the current status of the California Master Plan for Education and how does this, if at all, change the roles and responsibilities of the University of California?


